Your SHAPE for God’s Service
Member’s Notes - 5

[image: image1.wmf]SESSION FIVE

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Understanding the spiritual gifts

The whole subject of Spiritual gifts can be quite confusing, partly because many Christians don’t talk about them much.  They are the greatest resource God gives us for the life and growth of the church.  We need to be well-informed about them, and understand them properly, so that we can develop and use them for God’s glory. 

I Corinthians 2: 12, 13, 16.  

“Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.   And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit……..we have the mind of Christ”.

Let’s seek more of that understanding, and trust God to give it to us.

If you want to find out more about how God’s Holy Spirit works in us, try reading:

Michael Green “I Believe in the Holy Spirit” Kingsway 2004

Looking at motives

I Cor. 14: 1 “Pursue love and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts…….”

a) We should seek and pray for God’s gifts.  But there is always the danger that people may seek them for the wrong reasons, especially un-loving reasons:-

 eg power, control, success, admiration, affirmation, popularity etc.

b) The right motives for seeking Spiritual gifts include:-  

eg to bring glory to God; so God’s will can be done and his Kingdom grow; to build the Church; to serve and care for other people…….
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a) I don’t have any Spiritual gifts.”  (This denies the promises of God and the power of the Holy Spirit).
b) “My Spiritual gift is more important than yours.”  (See 1 Cor. 12: 4-6, 19-25).
c) “Do as I do” (expecting or pressurising other people to exercise the same gifts as you do).

Using the gifts to build the body of  Christ  

Read Ephesians 4: 4-6, 11-16.
especially verses 11 & 12 – “The gifts He gave were ……to equip God’s people for the work of ministry for building up the Body of Christ……”

Reflect further on these questions in relation to your church:

a) How can you see the gifts at work already in building up the church?

b) Are there any Spiritual gifts which you do not think have been used within the last few years in our church/congregation?


Why do you think this is the case?


Should anything be done about it, and if so, what?

c) Are there any Spiritual gifts which you think our church particularly needs to seek and ask for at the moment?
Relate this to the church’s current vision, priorities and plans, and the Spiritual gifts that might help them to be fulfilled.
Also relate this to any areas of ministry and mission which are currently weak or neglected, and the Spiritual gifts that might help to strengthen them.

d) How do you think we could encourage other church members to seek, pray for and use the Spiritual gifts?
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Personal Reflection

Before our next (and final) session, please look at Handout 5PR

Creating an Overview of my SHAPE, and fill it in, drawing on all the exercises and reflections we have done so far.
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