Your SHAPE for God’s Service
Member’s Notes - 2

SESSION TWO

EXPERIENCE

Which of my actions and experience count as “service to God”?
Can everything we do, be for God’s service?

Look at George Herbert’s poem/prayer. (On Handout 2A)
Do you believe that whatever we do, (however ordinary and unimportant it seems), if we commit it to God and do it for his sake, then it becomes part of our service for God?
Recommended Reading:  On seeing God in the ordinary, practical aspects of our everyday lives.  A wonderful, simple (and very short!) book of letters by a 17th century Carmelite monk  Brother Lawrence Brother Lawrence: The Practice of the Presence of God (Revell, 1967) 
 How God uses our experiences 

Your experiences have shaped you into the unique person whom God longs to use to serve him in particular and special ways.  

Look again at your Handout 1 PR.  Can you see any other ways in which God has shaped you through your experiences?

Our experience of God 

Our relationships with people and our knowledge of them, mainly come from our experience of them (or from what we hear second-hand about other peoples’ experience of them).  

[image: image1.wmf]It’s much the same in our relationship with God.  We experience God at work in our lives; we hear other Christians talking or writing about their own experience; we inherit the traditions and experience of God handed down by the worldwide Church over 2000 years; and of course our knowledge of God is shaped and tested by the Bible, much of which consists of stories of peoples’ experience of God and their reflections on this experience.

This isn’t surprising, since we believe in a God who chose to reveal himself most clearly through the life, death and resurrection of a human being, in the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  God chose to share our human experience and reveal himself through it.

So God wants us to use all our everyday experiences of life as ways to get to know him better. Try to make a habit of pausing at intervals, or at the end of each day and asking yourself, 

· “Where can I see God in all this?  

· How might God be at work here? 

· What is God trying to show me?”  

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you insight in this.  This is one of the most important ways of growing in maturity as a Christian and deepening our relationship with God.

What does the Bible say about our experience? 
Look at Handout 2A.  Under section 2, you’ll see some verses from Scripture on how God uses our experiences.

The dangers of experience 
[image: image2.wmf]Experience can give people so much in terms of wisdom, humility, compassion, maturity and depth of character.  But experience also has its dangers.

a) Some experiences scar us and then damage or distort the way we behave and the way we treat or respond to other people.
b) If we’ve had a lot of experience of doing a particular task or activity, we tend to get into a rut in the way we deal with it. We stop learning, growing or discovering better approaches. We become inflexible.  
c) If we think we are experienced and good at something (whether it’s mending things, or parenthood), there’s always a danger that we can become complacent, bossy or arrogant. Then we devalue or ignore other people’s experience. 

d) We tend to stick to doing things we’re experienced at, because it feels safe and comfortable.This affects how we serve God - we only offer to serve him in ways in which we feel competent and experienced.  We don’t want to fail or to look a fool. But sometimes God wants us to launch out in faith and try something completely new. As we dare to do this, our faith and trust in God will grow.  Often he will develop new gifts and abilities in us to cope with the new situation.  Sometimes it may feel like failure or foolishness. Sometimes we do fail and then we learn more of the Christ-like virtue of humility. God doesn’t abandon us and he will lead us through.

So our past experience is a good indicator of how God may be able to use us, but don’t let it become a strait-jacket.  Keep your eyes and ears open to new experiences and ways into which God may lead you.
Personal reflection looking at our personality:
Before next session, ask some people the questions on Handout 2PR, headed Personal Reflection on your Personality.
Don’t leave it until just before the session!
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