Your SHAPE for God’s Service                                     Handout 2A
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1)  A Prayer
These verses are from a poem or prayer which was written in the early 
17th century by the poet-priest George Herbert, and then became a popular hymn:
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Teach me my God and King,

In all things Thee to see;

And what I do in anything

To do it as for Thee.

A servant with this clause

Makes drudgery divine;

Who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,

Makes that and the action fine.
2)  Verses from Scripture on how God uses our experiences:

a)  Romans 8:28

“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (N.I.V.)

Do you believe that God can bring some good for you out of all situations and experiences, however terrible they are?  Have you experienced this?  (You may like to draw on your written reflections on a bad or painful experience – Handout 1PR, question 2)

b) 2 Corinthians 1: 3-5 (the verse you had for Personal Reflection during the week)

“Praise be to the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.” (N.I.V.)

Can you recognise occasions when God used you to help or minister to people who were going through what you had already been through?  Can you see God using your experiences to enable you to understand other people, be more compassionate, be able to encourage, to advise and to help them?

c) Romans 5: 2b - 5

“And we rejoice in the hope and glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character hope.  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”

How do you feel about St Paul’s words here?
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