Marg did you know? Qur GGod breaksin Johnch2v i1 ~11 Jan2oth2019

An admission
This Christmasjus’t past ] have rea”g aPPreciated Christmas Carols ina way that ] cannot remember

Previouslg.
] think there are 2 reasons for this new found aPPreciatiom
The first reason is that ] have sat,_just sat, and listened to 2 choirs; Ledburg choral and Lec”aury
community clﬂoirs; one in church and one at our local theatre. A litt]cjoining inwas cncouragcd but in
the main it wasjus’c listening.
The other reason is that on one of those occasions ] sat with those ] know well who do not Fu“y
apprcciate what God was about some 2000 years ago and subscquentlg. l listened to the words as
one reang hcaring them and unclcrstanding them for the first time and Pragc& that those with me mig!nt
be hearing and understanding them for themselves in that way. \/\/e may have heard many sermons over
many years but the essential truths of what Gocl is about are encapsu!ated in the whole range of
(Christmas carols.
One carol, Fair]y new to me, came with an amazing imPact The title ‘Mary did you know?’
Somc of the words are as follows:-
Marg, did you know that your babg 1305 will one dag walk on water?

that your baby boy has come to make you new

that this child you've delivered will soon deliver you

that your babg ]305 will give sight to a blind man?

That your babg bog will calm a storm with his hand?

Tl’lat your babg ]:)03 has walked where angels trod?

T hat when you kiss your little babg you kiss the face of (God?

The blind will see, the deaf will hearj the dead will live again

Tl’lat your babg boy is | ord of all creation? Wl” one day rule the

nations? | hat the slccpiﬂg child you're ho!ding is the great | AM?
Marg did you know?

T hese words have imPrintcd themselves on my mind since before (Christmas. Thcg still resonate. |f we
added anotherline it could be ‘Mary did you know that your baby bog would turn water into wine?
This is toclag’s story, with which we are all so familiar. The written record of the story is attributed to
Jol’m, the son of Zcbcdec, one oxCJcsus’ closest disciplcs.

The 4~gospeis tell one story butho_w thcy do so are all dhcxcercnt; written for different readcrs, with
different styles and emphases’. I~ ach writer begins to tell the story of Jesus bg Iinking him to the Old
Tcstamcnt. Mar‘( goes back to ]saial’m and the cxiic; Mattlﬂcw to Abraham; Lukc goes back to Adam.
|n his very first statements John uniquclg and ciui’ce dis’cinctivelg goes back even further, to the very
beginning.

Back to (God and to Jcsus, the Word, who was with (God and was (God and through whom all things
were made. Jo"m shows Jesus as the full exPression of Gocl - cssentia“g all that Gocl is and all that



[e does ~ in all of (God’s being and in all of God’s cloing. And John the writer, together with

another NT writer tells us that Gocl sPeai(s tous through Jcsus and created the world througl’: Jesus.
Jesus is the exact imPrint of God's very bcing and so Jesus is the reflection of (God'’s glorg -he shows
us cvcrgtlﬂing that is sPlcnclid and uniquc and glorious about all that (God is and all that (God does. |n
cloing this _John records and Points us to 7 sayings and 7 signs given bg Jesus.

| et’s return to Marg‘ What does Marg know about ther }Dabg bog’, now a man with a miﬂis’crg and with
a Fo”owing of clisciplcs?

\/\/e retrace the s’ceps. Mary what did you know?

From the visits of the ange! Gabriel she was told that God, the Ho]g SPirit, would bring her child to

birtlﬂ; that he would be lﬂolg, Son of Gocl; that the Mightg Onc had done great things for her and for
his Peoplc; that her babg was to be called Jesus, Saviour. She knew the worship of the baby ]35 the

shepherds and the wise men bearing giF’cs. We are told that Marﬂ treasured the s’corg of all that the
Sl’lCPl’lCFdS had seen and heard and that she Pondcrcd them in her heart.

From Simeon, one of my most favourite biblical characters, she knew that in her babg Simeon had seen
Goc{’s salvation; a revea]ing light for those way begond her own Peop!e. Mar3 and Josepl’x were both
amazed at what was bcing said about their babg. But then, to Marg, Simeon warns that her son will be
misunderstood and contradicted and the Pain to her would be like a sword thrust ’chough her.

At this same time Mary knew that Anna, the very old Prophetess, was not only thanking and Praising
God for this Eabg but tc”ing everyone else what Gocl was about. ]:ast forward.

Mar3 found it difficult to accept that her son, now 12 years old, had inc{epcn&entb stayed at the
TemPle lis’cening to and questioning the teachers there. Put we read that he returned home with his
parents, living obedient]g with them. Marg held these things dear]g, cleeP within herself as he matured,
blessed bg both God and Peop]e.

Fas’c forward again as Mary, Jesus and his &isciples were invited to a wedding celebration not too far
from home. \/\/e know the story we”; of the shortage of wine, a clisgrace for the host of the weclcling‘
Mar9 became aware of the situation. SI’IC made a simplc statement to Jcsus, but with some 30 years
of knowing her son. ‘They have no wine’. With the celebrations extending over dags rather than hours
she knew that running out of wine was notjust a Family inconvenience but a disaster and a social
disgracc which might be remembered for years. Thc need is brouglﬂt to Jesus’ attention. | o ourears
Jesus’ response mayjar somewhat. We read {Dear woman, whg do you involve me? Mg time has not
yet come’. A response, almost a clismissal, saging ‘What’s this got to do with you and with me?’ But
Mar9 knew her somn; her reaction a simp]c one of trust. 51’16 found the servants and confiidcntlg told
them ‘Do whatever he tells 9ou’.

You know how the story continues. Jesus told the servants to fill the Iarge stoncjars - usua”y used for
ritual washing — with water, which theg did, and to the brim, sccminglg without qucstion.

Bg the time the water is drawn out of thejars and taken to the Master of (Ceremonies it is excellent
wine, about which the MC is Particularlg comP]imcntary, amazed at the qualitg of what he was tasting.
But the extraordinarg event impacts these new c{isciples of Jesus; they believed in him.



John, the writer, makes 2 statements.

Firs’c]gj that this is the first of the 7 miracle signs oFJcsus which he records. [Jere was Jcsus, ’caio'ng

the ordinarﬂ) evcrgday fundamental stuff of life and transncorming it. Eugene Feterson, pastor and
theo]ogian says ‘The 7 signs show Jesus continuing the creation work of Gocl in (3enesis’ and
Secon&lg, that the happenings of this story revealed Jesus’ glory. | o re-iterate an earlier statement:

Jesus is the exact imPrint of God's very bcing and so Jesus is the reflection of (God'’s glorg - he shows
us cvcrgthing that is splcnclid and uniquc and glorious about all that (God is and all that (God does.
John’s wants us to know Jesus as all that (God is in the 7 x| AM titles and in all that (God does in the

7 x miraculous signs.

T his series of services is entitled ‘Our (God breaks in’.

With the birth oFJesus (God breaks into our time linc, into lﬁis’corg as we know it.

[How amazing that Gocl broke into the lives of ordinary) evergclag PeoP!e - Marg, Joseph, shephercls,
astronomers, Simeon, Anna, Jol’m and the other discip!cs.

‘Marg, did you know? is where we started. Mary knew and trusted her son so well. She Pu’c the
Problem of the wine shortage into is hands, knowing he would deal with it. The same question miglﬁt be
asked of us ‘Did you know — do we know - that Jesus is the face of God (as has been said) ‘the best
Pl—loto of (God we will ever see’). Do we know the Jesus who has come to deliver us from all that is past,
to make us new? Tha’c he calms storms? That, n spite of appearances, he rules the nations?

To quote ‘Thc 7 signs show Jcsus continuing the creation work of (God in Gcncsis’; (Godis still at
work in his creation and isn’tjust a Maintenance Engincer. [Heis still PerForming miracle signs that
Point to him, revealing not on]g his g]org but his greatness and goo&ness, Particularly towards us. He is
still changing the water of our lives into wine, }Dreaking into the old and ma‘(ing it new. We sometimes
sing: | am a new creation, no more in condemnation’. [Tor me, that has been a miracle as (God has used

his Word to break into my thinking and therefore my being and my doing.

Thcrc are times in all our lives when we long for and look for (God to break in as Marg did at this
wcdding. How many, longing fora breakthrough have Picked up a Gideon testament in a hotel room or
a Prison and not been c{isaPPointecl? FHow many, living in Places in the world where bibles are tota”g
forbidden are longiﬂg for God to break in. For many, heis brcakimg in as the person oFJcsus comes in
dreams and visions. [Jow many are cxPcriencing (God’s intervention as theg tune in to forbidden radio
stations with the message of Jesus beamed into ‘cota”g hostile situations. |n spite of all the sugering
how many stories came out from behind the |ron Curtain of (God brcaking into sccminglg imPossiHc
situations for (God’s Peoplc’.’ [How many have cause to Praise (God for his intervention in Liberia,
Kengaj Chad, Ma&agascar, South Su&an and many other Places where the Pilots and Planes of
Missionarg Aviation f:c”owslﬂip have brougl‘mt cxact!g the Practical and spiritua] hc]P needed? [Jow
many will have a reason to rcjoice that Pibles have been Printed and distributed in (China in recent
years — all the more vital as the Persecution of Christian believers in (China has once again become a

realitg. Gocl breaking in with Provision forhis Peop!e.



[“venas | write we have had an answer to prayer — (God brcaking into a situation for one of the
friends who listened to those carols with me. Witl'x the coming of the Cl’xristians against Fover’cg to this
area how many at the end of their rope will find (God brca‘(ing in to their situation?

] could go on, but time does not Permit.

| wonder hcgou have a situation that needs entrusting to our hcavenlg Father?

Did you know? (odis still breaking into the ordinarg, everydagj fundamental stuff of life and

transForming it. Amen

The recorcling of the carol ‘Marg did you know? is by an acaPPe”a group Fentatonix, found on
9outube.



